
 
 
 
PROFILE OF JOSE EDMUND E. GUILLEN 
 
 The Public Attorney IV and present Officer-in-Charge of the Public Attorney’s 
Office, Region VI, has originally wanted to become a Catholic priest. He entered the 
seminary at the age of thirteen to pursue his vocation. But when his elder brother was 
ordained a priest in 1984, he realized that he could serve God better outside the seminary 
in the altar of the administration of justice. After finishing his Bachelor of Arts degree 
major in Philosophy, minor in Mass Communications, he left the seminary to pursue a 
career in law. 
 
 OIC Guillen is a product of the University of San Agustin, College of Law in 
Iloilo City. He graduated in 1993 among the top ten graduates of his class and passed the 
BAR examinations the following year. He joined the PAO on Febraury 1, 1996 as an 
Associate Public Attorney II, and through hard work, dedication to public service, and 
integrity, he rose from the ranks. He was appointed District Public Attorney of Iloilo City 
District Office I on August 30, 1999, the position he occupied until February 18, 2007  
when he assumed as the Assistant Regional Public  Attorney. With the  sudden death of 
Regional Public Attorney Leonardo A. Engada in October 2008,  
Atty. Guillen was designated as Officer-in-Charge of PAO Region VI.  
 
 Aside from being a seasoned trial lawyer, OIC Guillen is also a professor at the 
College of Law of the University of San Agustin from 1994 up to 2001 handling 
Constitutional Law I and II in the first year as well as Political Law Review in the fourth 
year. He was also a BAR Reviewer in Bill of Rights and Legal Ethics in the Review 
Center of the said school. After a hiatus of almost two years and unable to resist his love 
for teaching, he again returned to teach at the College of Law of the Central Philippine 
University in June of 2003. His areas of specialization remain on constitutional law and 
human rights as well as Public International Law. 
  
 In May 2010, OIC Guillen was awarded a fellowship by the Ford Foundation 
International Fellowship Program based in New York City, USA, for a Post-Graduate 
Work toward a Master’s Degree in Laws. In August of the same year, he left for the USA 
to pursue his Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree at the University of Michigan Law School 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He obtained his LL.M. degree in May 2011. 
 
 Simple, unassuming in his ways, and down to earth, Atty. Guillen approaches the 
daily grind of his work with so much faith in the capacity of each person to do good and 
render service. He strongly believes that in the chosen mission of administering justice, 
every client, whether he or she is acquitted or convicted, or for any legal service extended 
to him or her, should feel honestly proud and satisfied that he or she was, is being, or will 
be represented by the PAO.  
 
   


